
Information for Reception class 2021

Our Mission Statement
We live, love and learn together joyfully in 

Jesus’ name.



About our school…

• We are an inclusive Catholic one form entry school in Druids 
Heath.

• We welcome all families regardless of whether their child is a 
baptised Catholic or not. We do ask that all families support 
the catholic ethos of our school. We find that pupils enjoy 
participating in the reflection and comfort that our Catholic 
ethos brings; they enjoy attending mass and learning through 
our Gospel Values.

• We celebrate all faiths at our school.

• We teach all pupils about British Values and value the 
diversity that the city of Birmingham offers.



Key Staff
• Headteacher – Mrs. B. Smith – she has nearly twenty five years experience in teaching and 

has been Head at St. Jude’s for three years. Before that, she was Deputy Headteacher at                   
St. Jude’s for fifteen years.

• Deputy Headteacher – Mr. D. McGarrigle – he has nearly twenty five years experience in 
teaching and has been Deputy at St. Jude’s for two years.

Inclusion team 

• Mrs M. Orton –Pastoral Manager - she has nearly twenty years experience supporting pupils 
and their familes. 

• Mr. S. Powell – SEND Lead – he has nearly thirty years supporting pupils with additional 
needs and their families. Please contact Mr Powell in advance to discuss any additional needs 
that your child has.

• Mrs L Bevan – Office manager with over fifteen years experience working in schools.

• Reception teacher – Mrs S Carrington – she has nearly fifteen years experience working with 
children.

• Teaching Assistant – Miss Ward – she has nearly fifteen years experience working with 
children.



When will your child start in Reception Class?

• All children will start in the Reception class after the summer 
holidays. The children will start at St. Jude’s on either the 6th

or 7th of September. A firm date will be given to you soon.

• We have one Reception Class situated in the main building. 
We will make sure that you know where drop off and 
collection points are in advance of your child starting.

• We aim for your child to complete full days in Reception from 
the start of their time at school. If we feel that they are not 
ready for this to begin with, the class teacher may speak to 
you.



Why is the Reception class so important and what can you 
expect?

• We want your child to feel happy and settled at school and we will work hard to 
make this happen when they start school and before hand. Once schools are given 
more guidance in the coming weeks in relation to the relaxation of Covid 
restrictions, we will contact you with some firm dates for you and your child to 
come in, meet staff and see the school.

• Research shows that pupils have the biggest rate of learning from 3 – 6 years. 
Attendance is key and we ask that children attend every day. If your child is unable 
to  attend, we do expect you to telephone school on the first day of absence to 
give a reason.

• Children who do well in Reception go on to achieve well throughout school. We 
have high expectations of every child who comes to our school so that they can be 
the best versions of themselves that they can be.

• Of course, we focus on learning but a structured, formal setting will come with 
time. At the age of four and five, children need to be free to explore through play 
and we don’t aim to take this important social element out of their lives.



Areas of Learning
The main titles given to the EYFS  curriculum.

• Communication & Language

• Physical Development

• Personal Social & Emotional Development

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding The World

• Expressive Arts & Design



What happens in the Reception class each day?

• Prayer time

• Short whole group sessions (Maths, English, RE, PE and more) 

• Short activities

• Lots of free play inside & outside!

• Playtime 

• Milk and snack

• Lunchtime 

• Stories and rhymes 

• Phonics

• Time spent developing friendships and positive relationships.



How Can I Prepare My Child For Starting School?

• Promote independence – getting changed independently, cutting up food, 
putting on a coat and zipping it up.

• Toilet training and good hygiene routines such as flushing and washing 
hands well.

• Encourage your child to speak in full sentences and respond to adults with 
manners and respect.

• Name recognition and recall. Can your child recognise their first and 
surname? Can they write their name?

• Play games like ‘I Spy’ or rhyming games.

• Share books & sing rhymes.

• We have a church on site here at St. Jude’s and I know that Father Philip 
would welcome a visit from any family at weekend mass.



Parents as Partners

• We want to have a positive relationship with all families and we ask that everyone 
shows staff respect and politeness.

• If you need to speak to an adult about your child, please contact the school office 
(0121 464 5069) and we will arrange this for you. Remember, sometimes children 
do fall out with other and have squabbles. We expect everyone to be a role model 
in these situations and to work co-operatively with staff to resolve any concerns.

• By the end of the first half term, children will start to bring a book home. Reading 
every night with your child (little and often) is key for their development – it 
opens the door to the rest of the curriculum as they progress through school.

• Every week, a school newsletter will be emailed out to you; it will also be on the 
school website. PLEASE make sure that you read this as it contains all of the 
important information that your and your child needs.

• Sharing achievements at home with us is always welcomed.

• Soon, you will receive some paper work from our Office Manager which you need 
to complete and send back promptly.



Transition Sessions

• We are sure that you understand that we have restrictions in 
place in schools due to the Covid pandemic. We are currently 
awaiting guidance from the Local Authority about what we are 
going to be able to do in the Summer term. It is our hope that 
you and your child will be able to spend a morning with us at                
St. Jude’s ahead of their big day in September. We will be in 
touch with you all in the next few weeks to invite you in.



The School Day

• School opens at 8.45am daily but we ask that all children are in their 
classroom no later than 8.55am.

• Pupils will have a morning break. We provide fruit for them but you are 
welcome to send a piece of fruit in daily. We do not allow children to bring 
cereal bars and other snacks.

• Lunchtime is at 12pm daily. Every child in Reception is entitled to a school 
meal daily regardless of income. You may prefer to send a packed lunch 
instead. We ask that if you send a packed lunch, you don’t send too much 
food and that you limit treats to just one thing; please don’t send sweets 
or nuts.

• School finishes at 3.15pm promptly.

• We do have a Breakfast Club that runs from 7.30am daily and Central 
Education run an After School Club until 6pm every afternoon.



School Uniform

All children are expected to wear school uniform and we ask for your co-operation in this matter. 
All items of clothing and footwear should be clearly marked with your child’s name. Occasionally, 
a parent can become upset when an item of clothing is lost but, if there is no name, it makes it 
very hard to help! Also, bear in mind that children do get messy at school at times and this shows 
on their uniform. It is a sign of them having fun and learning! 

OUR UNIFORM POLICY HAS CHANGED AND CHILDREN NO LONGER NEED TO WEAR THE 
SCHOOL LOGO. A royal blue jumper from the supermarket is fine by us!

RECEPTION WINTER UNIFORM Grey trousers/ Grey skirt or pinafore, white polo shirt 

with embroidered logo OPTIONAL, V neck Royal Blue jumper/cardigan with embroidered 
logo OPTIONAL. Black school shoes please, not trainers. Once in Year One, the Winter 
uniform is different and details can be found in our prospectus on the school website.

SUMMER UNIFORM RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 Royal Blue and white gingham dress or 

long or short grey trousers/grey skirt, short sleeved white polo shirt with embroidered logo 
or shirt OPTIONAL. 



Learning is sometimes messy!



We are looking forward to meeting you…

We know that you have lots of questions about school. Looking 
at the school website will be very helpful as we have lots of 
information on there that you may find helpful –
www.stjuderc.bham.sch.uk

You can also follow us on Twitter - @jude_primary

We will be in touch again very soon! In the meantime, you can 
email your questions to enquiry@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk

http://www.stjuderc.bham.sch.uk/

