
 
 

St. Jude’s Catholic Primary School 
Medical Needs Policy 2020 Covid-19 Addendum 

 
At St. Jude’s Catholic Primary School we aim to maintain a secure, caring and stimulating 
environment in which children are encouraged to have respect for themselves and each other. 
Whilst expectations in our current Medical Needs Policy remain pertinent, it is necessary, in light 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, to make some adjustments for the safety of all pupils and staff. These 
adjustments are set out below: 

 
Handwashing and Hygiene 
 
In order to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, Children will be expected to follow all 
handwashing and hygiene routines while in school.  Children will wash hands/use antibacterial 
gel on entering school, before and after eating, at regular intervals during the day and before 
they go home. 
We ask children to follow the catch it, bin it, kill it, mantra when in school, if they need to cough 
or sneeze, they should use a tissue or crook of their arm.  Children will be reminded not to touch 
their face, mouth, nose or eyes while at school. 
Should a child refuse to follow these routines, procedures and sanctions will be used (see 
below). 
 
Social Distancing 
 
In order to prevent the spread of coronavirus, Children who are old enough will be expected to 
socially distance from their peers and adults in school and on the playground. Year 1 and 6 will 
have their own table spaced 2m apart. When children enter their pod, they will be expected to 
go straight to their table and nowhere else in the room. Children will put their hand up if they 
need an adult’s support, they will not get out of their seats. Should a child refuse to follow social 
distancing measures, procedures and sanctions will be used (see below). 
 
We understand socially distancing may be more difficult for younger children, they will be 
encouraged wherever possible to keep a distance from peers and adults, however, we 
understand this may not always be possible.  
 
Illness 
If a child, parent or any household member displays symptoms of the virus, under no 
circumstance should they enter the school site. They would then be expected to self-isolate for a 
period of seven days, unless testing shows that they do not have the virus. Other household 
members who are not displaying symptoms are expected to self-isolate for fourteen days. This 
guidance will be clearly communicated to all parents via newsletters and the website. 
 
During the school day, if a staff member feels that a child has symptoms, or if a child reports 
symptoms, they will be isolated in the Deputy Head’s office until they can be collected. 
Depending on the age and independence of the child, this may be with a staff member who may 
wear PPE. PPE is available in school for all staff. This pupil will then be expected to self-isolate 
following the guidance above. If a child is tested, and the test is negative, they may return to 
school. 
 
If a pupil does become ill, the area that they have been in will be cleared and cleaned and those 



pupils who were also present will be sent home. They will then be given further guidance. The 
staff members present may also go home upon request although guidance does not say that this 
is necessary. It is precautionary for everyone. 
 
Intimate Care 
If a child requires intimate care during the school day, a parent will be contacted and will be 
expected to come to school to do this for their child. This will be made clear to all parents. If this 
isn’t possible, in order to preserve the dignity of the child, a staff member may volunteer to do 
this but they must wear PPE equipment.  
 
Vulnerable pupils and staff 
 
Any pupils who are either clinically vulnerable or extremely clinically vulnerable will not be able 
to attend school until guidance is issued which then would allow them to return; a full risk 
assessment needs to be carried out before this happens and actions agreed with parents and a 
designated governor. Staff who fall in to these categories must make their circumstances known 
to the Headteacher who will then risk assess them and assign them to roles which involve work 
from home or with careful social distancing measures in place in the school building. This will be 
agreed on a case by case basis with individual members of staff. 
 
Administering of Medication 
 
Our policy clearly states that any medication that a child needs that can be administered at 
home, should be. This will continue to be the case. If a pupil has prescribed medication that must 
be administered during the school day, we will request a parent to come to school and do it; 
these occasions are very rare.  
 
If a child has an epi-pen or inhaler, these will kept in the medical bag in the classroom which they 
will be in. 
 
Non-covid related illness 
If a pupils or staff member is ill but does not have Covid-19 symptoms, the they must follow 
guidelines set out in the policy. They do not need to self-isolate. 
 
 
 
 
 

  


