
ST JUDE’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
 

CHARGING AND REMISSIONS POLICY 
 

 
  Our Mission: 

 
 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The law allows the Governing body of St Jude’s Catholic Primary School to charge 
parents for some school activities and compels it to have a charging policy. (Education 
Act 1996) 
 
As a Catholic School we are committed to providing quality education based on 
equality of opportunity, access and outcomes. In practice, this means the children 
have an entitlement to benefit from all educational activities and to: 

• participate fully in the school curriculum, 
• contribute to all aspects of school life, 
• be a valued partner in the process of education. 

 
These objectives must be seen to inform educational activities, whether in or outside 
the school and are, therefore, integral to the process of charging for school activities.  
The school aims: 

• to make all activities accessible to all students, 
• to encourage and promote external activities which give added value to the curriculum, 
• to provide a process which allows activities to take place at a minimum cost to parents, 

pupils and the school, 
• to respond to the wide variations in family income while not adding other unexpected 

burdens to the school budget. 
 
The development of a range of activities forms part of the school’s forward planning 
process and is linked to the annual budget cycle with a particular emphasis on the 
identification of specific resources to support such activities.  It includes a number of 
key factors. 
 

• The value of certain activities in relation to age/needs of pupils. 
• The cost of activity set against its educational value. 
• How the activity will be financed. 
• The appropriate process for raising funds. 
• An assessment of whether the educational aims can be met in any other way. 
• An understanding of the various types of activities involved – for example, education 

visits, music tuition, materials for practical work. 
• An assessment of local facilities. 

POLICY STATEMENT FOR ACTIVITIES DURING SCHOOL HOURS 

We live, love and learn together joyfully in Jesus’ name. 



Books and other materials: 
Books and other materials are provided free of charge and remain the property of the 
school. 

• Parents may be charged for defaced, damaged or lost books. 
• Parents may be charged for ingredients or materials used in practical subjects. 
• Parents may be asked to meet the cost of damage to school property. 

 
Instrumental music tuition:  
Individual or group instrumental music tuition which is additional to the National 
Curriculum, is not part of an exam syllabus and is voluntary, will be charged for. 
Parental agreement will be obtained before tuition is given. Charges will reflect but not 
exceed the cost of provision and be levied depending on the size of the group of pupils 
taking part. 
 
Educational Visits: 
The school values highly educational experiences which can only be gained through 
a visit to a place of interest linked to particular curricular topics. School staff are 
encouraged to plan educational visits at least once per term. The school recognises 
that this may place a large financial burden on parents. The governors have agreed 
that parents will be charged a maximum of £5.00. 
 
Early Years: 
A small weekly amount may be requested from parents with a child in Early Years 
(50p). This is to supplement the large volume of consumables which are used in this 
type of setting, such as: food ingredients, planting resources, creative resources. 
 
FOR ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL DAY 
 
We strongly value extra-curricular activities and similar experiences which, we believe, 
enhance the educational process. 

• The cost of activities which take place wholly or mainly outside normal school 
hours must be met in full by parents, except where the activity fulfils the 
requirement of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination or of the National 
Curriculum.  Sometimes the cost might be reduced by fund raising. 

• The cost of providing board and lodging for pupils taking part in residential 
activities, during or outside normal school hours, must in normal circumstances 
be met by parents. 

 
FOR ALL ACTIVITIES 
 

• Parents will be asked for a contribution towards any trip which is part of the 
curriculum and occurs during school time. These can only cover transport and 
entrance fees. Parents will be made aware that, if there are insufficient 
contributions to fund the trip, it may be cancelled. 

• No school trip will generate a profit. Should there be a small difference it will go 
into the subsidies budget. If, through unforeseen circumstances, a profit of 
above £20 is made, the money will be redistributed to those who paid. 

• All trips will have a clear record of all remissions, enabling staff to establish the 
validity of the trip. 

 

INFORMING PARENTS 

A letter will be sent to parents giving them information about the proposed visit/activity 
which includes:- 

 
• Details of the visit/activity 



• Dates and times 
• Expected dress code 
• Proposed contribution (if applicable) 
• Return slip to include a parental signature agreeing to the child taking part. 

 
Any charge that is made for each pupil will not exceed the actual cost. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 

Planning, as a part of the process of budget management, is essential to developing 
a charging policy at St. Jude’s which recognises equality of access. We will endeavour 
therefore to produce a programme of activities based on a clear set of priorities 
identified by the school. Members of staff arranging such activities will consider: 

• the projected number of children, 
• cost per head, 
• breakdown of transportation costs, 
• entry fees. 

 
Such a process, however, should not inhibit flexibility and the capacity of the school to 
take advantage of opportunities that arise during the course of the year. These will be 
implemented in a way which is consistent with the school’s overall policy.  
 
A budget code will be set aside for remissions or subsidies, and this will be monitored 
as part of the budgetary process. This will include transport to residential trips and 
swimming lessons. 
 
This policy will be brought to the attention of all St. Jude’s Catholic Primary School 
employees and will be subject to review and revision by the Governing Body as 
necessary.  
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
 
The Governing Body of St Jude’s Catholic Primary School will charge for documents 
requested under the Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at £10 per 
document. 
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