
 

St. Jude’s Catholic Primary School 

We Live, love and learn together joyfully in Jesus’ name. 

Remote Learning Statement  

January 2021 

Members of staff responsible for Remote Learning: Bernadette Smith and Damien McGarrigle 

Members of staff responsible for the safeguarding of pupils during school closure: Bernadette 

Smith, Mary Orton, Damien McGarrigle and Simon Powell. 

Governor responsible for Remote Learning: Dawn Thompson 

Remote Learning policy: passed by governors in July 2020 and circulated to parents in September 

2020 (paper copies and via the school website). 

What we are doing to support remote learning at St. Jude’s during school closure in January 2021: 

• Every child has been issued with a set of home learning workbooks to structure their 

learning in English and Maths and provide clarity to parents. 

• Additional resources have been issued including reading books, class novels, Spanish 

workbooks, Geography workbooks and Science workbooks to support our aim to deliver a 

broader range of subjects to pupils during closure. 

• A weekly Remote Learning planner is completed by class teachers and circulated to parents 

for the week ahead by Friday afternoon; these are emailed and available on our school 

website. Plans are cross-referenced to workbooks and to web links to allow pupils to access 

a range of learning opportunities. This planner outlines learning in a range of subjects 

including RE. 

• We are providing opportunities for reading books to be changed fortnightly in a socially 

distanced way as we believe that it is essential that our pupils continue to make as much 

progress in reading as possible during this period. 

• Every pupil is given access to online lessons for a minimum of three times a week (twice in 

nursery). A timetable for our online lessons is available on our school website. Most lessons 

take place using Microsoft Teams which is accessed by our password secure BGFL 365 

platform. Reception and Nursery classes access their lessons via Zoom. 

What we are doing to support families who struggle to access computing devices and/or the 

internet from home: 

• We asked parents about their access to devices and the internet in September 2020 via a 

questionnaire. We have kept a register of those who have said that they don’t have access 

and added to it as needed. 

• On January 13th 2021 we did receive a delivery of laptops from the DFE which have since 

been distributed to families who had registered their need. 

• Access to additional data for families to access the internet has also been organised by 

school. 



• During the interim period where pupils have not been able to access their online lessons, 

school has facilitated their access in school in a socially distanced manner. 

 

How we plan to assess, monitor and provide feedback to pupils in relation to their work during 

school closure: 

• Some feedback is given to pupils during their live lessons where the teacher can quickly 

assess a pupil’s response to questions asked. 

• Pupils are asked to send in samples of completed work via enquiry@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk 

which is then forwarded to class teachers who will provide individual feedback. This may be 

during a live lesson or via email. 

• Mrs Smith will also recognise pupil achievement by posting Headteacher Award postcards. 

What we are doing to support pupils with additional learning and pastoral needs during this 

period of school closure: 

• The school’s Inclusion Team (Simon Powell and Mary Orton) are maintaining regular contact 

with some families with at least weekly phone calls. Early Help Support continues to run at 

school and families continue to be signposted for additional support where needed. 

• Mr Powell is running some additional weekly Teams meetings for a selection of pupils in 

different year groups to support them in their learning.  

• Some teaching assistants in school who have built productive working relationships with 

specific pupils are also delivering online support. 

• A selection of pupils in Key Stage Two are being provided with reading materials as well as 

their class novel which can be changed every fortnight. 

• School has purchased learning workbooks suited to the academic ability of individuals if they 

are unable to confidently access work set for their year group.  

• Mrs Orton is monitoring the engagement of all pupils, including those most vulnerable, in 

online lessons and their attendance at school. She remains in regular contact with key 

families and has additional specialist support in place where needed. 

What we are doing to support all families during this period of school closure: 

• Those who are eligible for income based free school meals were given the opportunity to 

collect a food parcel from school on January 15th 2021. We ensured that these parcels were 

not basic and provided nutrition. 

• Those who are eligible for income based free school meals will be issued with a £15 voucher 

per child per week using the Edenred scheme from the week commencing 18th January 2021.  

• We are offering ALL families, regardless of income, an ongoing opportunity to access our 

school foodbank which we have set up for this period of school closure. 

• Our school office services continue to run as normal and we offer support to families in all 

kinds of ways including with remote support. 

• We are assessing the needs of individual families who have funding difficulties during this 

crisis and offering support when we can.  

Approved by the governing body on January 20th 2021 
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