
 
 

St. Jude’s Catholic Primary School 
 

Ideas for Speaking & Listening and Writing 
 

Home Learning 
 
 

It is very hard to stay motivated as a parent working with their 
child/children during this period of school closure. It is difficult to know 
what to do some days and it is even harder to keep the momentum going. 
Take a look at the pictures and accompanying questions in this document. 
You could use them in so many ways especially for discussion with your 
child, something which can never be under-estimated as a learning tool. The 
pictures may even inspire your child to do some creative writing. If your 
child does do some excellent writing, you can always email it to 
enquirt@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk and I would love to see it. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Mrs Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JUST VISITING 
 

 
• What can you see? What do you think has happened/is happening/will happen? What do you 

wonder?   
• Where did the house come from?  
• How do you think it got here? (Which direction did it come from? How fast was it travelling?) Why 

is it surrounded by all of the bricks? What happened to the lampposts? 
• Who is the woman inside the house? Was she bothered by the 'landing'? Give evidence to support 

your opinion. 
• Why is she looking out of the window? What might she be thinking? 
• Do you think she'll stay here for long? Why/why not? 
• Do you think anyone else is in the house with her? 
• Why do you think she came to this place? Where is this?  
• If your house could travel, where would you like to go? Have a look at maps/travel brochures/best 

places to visit lists. Make a travel itinerary for you and your house. Are there any costs involved? 
How much spending money would you take? Which currencies would you need? Which languages 
would you need to be able to speak? What sights would you see? 

 
 

 



ABOVE THE SKY 

 
  

• What can you see? 
• Who is the woman?  
• Why is she holding an umbrella and a bag? 
• Where did she come from? Where is she going? 
• How can she survive here? 
• What might she be thinking at this moment? 
• If you could ask her a question, what would you ask? 
• Imagine you could go 'above the sky'. How would you describe what you could see to someone who 

wasn't with you? Role play/write the conversation you might have with someone over the radio.  
• Write a poem describing the view from above the sky. 

 
 
 
 
 



MORNING SURPRISE 

 
Imagine that you have just walked into your kitchen to find this. Choose: 

o Role play the conversation you might have with the octopus. 
o Role play the telephone call you might have with a friend or family member to tell them what you 

have found. 
o You can only ask 3 questions to the octopus. What would you ask and why? 
o You decide to let the octopus stay here, but the next morning you come into your kitchen to find it 

joined by another creature. What might it be?  
o The telephone rings. It is the RSCPA and they are concerned: they have had reports from a 

neighbour that you are keeping sea life in your kitchen sink. What do you say? 
o Try to persuade the octopus to leave. Then try to persuade it to stay. Which was easiest? Why? 
o Write the story of how the octopus came to be here, and what happens next.  
o Write a limerick about this picture. 

Questions: 

• How did the octopus get here? 
• Why is it wearing a hat? 
• Is it speaking your language? Do you understand what it's saying? 
• Where did the plants come from? 

 

 



LIGHTS 

 
• Who is this woman? 
• What do her clothes tell you about her? 
• What is she doing? 
• What are the lights? 
• Have you ever seen anything like this? Is this real or fantasy? 
• Why is she doing this? Why at night time? 
• Is anyone else with her?  

"At the close of each day she spun the night sky." 

• Now what do you know about her?  
• What is her job?  
• Does she have to spin the night sky? Who told her to do it? How long has she been doing it? What 

happens if she doesn't spin the night sky? What happens at sunrise? 
• Write a short story about a time she doesn't spin the night sky. Will it have a positive resolution or 

not? Why?  

 

 
 
 
 



SINKING 

 

• How many animals can you see on the ark? How many animals can you see in the water? 
• List the animals you can see. 
• What has happened here? 
• Why is the boat sinking? 
• Why were the animals (and the man) on the boat in the first place?  
• What do you think is going to happen? How could the boat be stopped from sinking? 
• Share and explore the story of Noah's Ark. Do you think this picture is showing the story of Noah's 

Ark? Which part? Why can we only see one of each species? 
• Write a funny caption for this picture. 

 

 

 



LET’S PLAY FOOTBALL 

 

• What do you think of this setting? 
• Is this a good place to play football? Why/why not? 
• What are the pros? Cons? 
• Which half/side do you think has the advantage? 
• If you were playing here, how would you adapt to this pitch? 
• Why do you think this pitch was built here? 

 

 

 



MAGIC RABBIT 

 
  

• How does this picture make you feel? Why? 
• Why are white rabbits associated with magic? 
• Can this rabbit perform magic tricks? 
• Is it a magician? 
• Write a story from the rabbit’s perspective. You could use this as your starting point: 

Ladies, gentlemen, boys and girls, 

Welcome to the show, 

Where you will see such sights that you’ll be certain your eyes deceive you. 

But first, if you’ll allow me, I shall tell you my tale. 

It is a tale of surprise, of daring, of wonder, 

And – most of all – of finding magic where you least expect it.  

For I am not the assistant. 



I am not the trick. 

I am the magician. 

  

 

 

 

 
 


