
 

 

Nursery and Reception Home Learning Suggestions 2 

 

Maths  English 

• Watch a Numberblocks clip each day 
at: BBC or CBeebies. There is a guide on 
the bbc website that gives ideas on 
what to do with your children whilst 
watching an episode. 

• Explore weighing and measuring food 
on the kitchen scales. Ask, what 
happens as you place more on the 
scales. 

• Look for numerals on packaging you 
find around the house. Can your child 
recognise the numerals and count out a 
matching amount? 

• Practise counting up to 20. This can be 
done through playing hide and seek, 
singing number songs, chanting, board 
games etc. 

• Listen to a number song from the 
CBeebies website. After listening to 
them, watch again and sing along if you 
can. Talk about the maths you can see 
in the video clip. 

• Make a selection of birthday cards with 
numerals on the front. Can your child 
count out birthday candles (if you have 
them available) or objects to match the 
amount? Can they order the numerals 
from the smallest amount to the 
largest? 

•  Practise recognising amounts up to five 
or up to ten by playing these games. 
This can be done by reading a dice 
when playing board games, playing 
with cards, identifying how many food 
items on the plate etc. 

• Record how many cars/ people walk 
past your home Set a timer for 5 
minute. Draw out a simple grid and ask 
your child to put a tick in the right place 
every time a person or car goes past. 
When complete, can they count up the 
ticks and write the matching numeral? 
Were there more people or cars? 

• Read a variety of books at home. 
Favourites can be repeated. Hearing 
the patterns of language in a story will 
support your child’s language 
development. You will find some useful 
‘Barratt’s Taxonomy’ questions on the 
English section of our website which 
will give you discussion tips. 

• With your child, look in magazines, 
newspapers and books for the tricky 
words they are currently learning. They 
could use a highlighter to highlight in 
magazines and newspapers. They could 
cut out pictures and make a collage. 

• Look at recipe books and food 
magazines. Encourage your child to use 
their phonics knowledge to decode the 
ingredients list. Select a recipe and 
make this together. Encourage your 
child to read the labels on packaging. 

• Practice name writing. Can they write 
their first name? Middle name? 
Surname? (Please don’t encourage your 
child to write using capitals other than 
at the start of their name!) 

• Practice forming the letters of the 
alphabet. Follow your school’s script. 
Details about how we teach 
handwriting can be found on the school 
website. 

• Create a card for a celebration of your 
choice. Can your child use their phonics 
knowledge to write a message for the 
person they would like to give it to? 

• Ask your child to draw a picture of a 
celebration they have taken part in. 
Encourage them to use their phonics 
knowledge to write about their 
memory of that day. 



Other suggestions: 

• Use a camera to take a picture of things around home. Try to find something for every letter 

of the alphabet. 

• Make something new out of something old. 

Create a daily weather chart-  

• Record using pictures and written labels (where appropriate). How has the weather changed 

over the week? 

•  If it is raining, leave a container outside to collect the rain e.g. a water bottle with the funnel 

cut off. Draw a line or make a mark to show where the rain came up to. Repeat overnight or 

the next day and compare your results. 

 Create your own rain cloud 

• Use a plastic container with a lid (e.g. a water bottle) and make small holes on one side. You 

could stick on cotton wool to decorate. Fill the container with water and watch as the water 

drips out. 

Weather sounds (Rainmakers) 

• Provide your child with either a plastic container, bottle or other junk modelling item. Pour 

in a spoon or two of rice or lentils and secure with a bottle lid or sellotape. Decorate with 

stickers, glitter and sequins if you have them available. Have fun exploring making rain 

sounds. 

Create an animal den 

• Provide your child with blankets and sheets to make an animal den. Act out being an animal 

in the den. 

 

What can you see out of your window? 

• Ask your child to look out of a window in the house and draw what they can see.  

• Look out of a different window (e.g. back or side of the house), draw what they can see. 

• Look at the two pictures together and discuss what is the same in both pictures (e.g. the sky) 

and what is different. 

Sketching and Painting 

• Get your child to draw around their hands. Can they colour one hand making a pattern using 

warm colours. Use cold colours on the other hand. 

• Draw around tins from the cupboard. Overlap the out lines to make a pattern. 

• Use paint to print using kitchen utensils such as forks. 


