
 

Home Learning Suggestions for Nursey and Reception 

These are just a few suggestions to hopefully keep you all going. I hope that they help. More will follow in weeks to 
come! 

 Maths  English Tasks  

 
● Go on a shape hunt! What 2D shapes can you 

spot? Can you name some of the properties of 
the shapes? How many faces, edges and 
corners do they have? 

● Carol Vorderman’s www.themathsfactor.com 
is now being offered free of charge. 

● Watch a Numberblocks clip each day at: BBC 
or CBeebies.  Discuss what you watch and 
think of things that you can do at home to 
support work with a specific number. 

● Go on a number hunt. How many number can 
you find? Write some of these numbers in to 
calculations such as 5 + 6  or 11 + 7. 

● Hide 4, 5, 6 etc of different things around. 
Children can find them and count them out.  

● Practise counting up to 10 (Nursery) or 20 
(Reception). This can be done through playing 
hide and seek, singing number songs, 
chanting, board games etc. 

● Write out the digits 0 – 10 (Reception) 
● Sing Number songs to practice counting, 

reciting numbers in order, one more, one less 
using number songs: Five Little Ducks, Five 
Little Men, Ten Green Bottles, Ten in the Bed, 
Sausages Sizzling in the Pan. 

● Number formation using chalks, old 

paintbrushes and a bucket of water (in the 

garden or on a piece of paper) 

● Shaving foam/ sand / making numbers using 

stones/ sticks/ pebbles. 

 
 

 

 
● Read or listen to a story. David Walliams is reading a 

story from ‘The World’s Worst Children’ series  every 
day at 11am for the next 30 days. You might choose 
to listen to a story on Storytime.   

● Read a variety of books at home. Favourites can be 
repeated. Hearing the patterns of language in a story 
will support your child’s language development.  
 

● Reception age children: Visit Oxford Owl for free 
eBooks that link to your child’s book band. You can 
create a free account.  
Complete the linked Play activities for each book.  
 

● With your child, look in magazines, newspapers and 
books for the tricky words they are currently 
learning. They could use a highlighter to highlight in 
magazines and newspapers. 

● Take 10 or more items from a wardrobe/food 
cupboard/ toy box. What sounds can be heard when 
they name them? What colours can they see when 
they look at them? Which is heaviest, lightest, 
smallest? 

● Daily phonics - your child can practice their sounds 
and blend words. Interactive games found on 
Phonics Play. Nursery need to focus on Phase 1 
sounds; Reception Phases 2, 3, 4. 

● Sing Nursery Rhymes and songs together. Add in 
actions and change the words. Can children think of 
different rhyming words to add in? Repeat old 
favourites and learn new rhymes. You can find an A-Z 
of Nursery Rhymes online 

● Play phonics noughts and crosses. Draw out a grid 

and write a letter, digraph, trigraph or tricky word in 

each part of the grid. Take it in turns to name what is 

written in the grid. If you say it correctly you can add 

your nought or cross in that square. 

 

 

http://www.themathsfactor.com/
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.storylineonline.net/
about:blank


Additional ideas which are non-English/Maths based 

● How many star jumps can you do in 30 seconds? Can you beat your record? 
● Cover a table or piece of flooring with an old piece of wallpaper and let the children loose with their pens and 

pencils. It’s amazing how creative they can be and it is a great way of developing fine motor skills. 
● Access the cbeebies website for a huge range of activities. 
● Look at a selection of family photographs and discuss the changes over time.  

○ Show your child a photograph of them as a baby, a 1 year old, a 2 year old. What could they do at 
that age? What can they do now that they couldn’t do then?  

○ Look at a picture of a family member as a baby (this could be parents, siblings). Discuss how 
everyone was a baby once.  

○ Are there any black and white photographs? Why are these photographs black and white? Do they 
show older family members when they were younger? Talk about how life was different then. 

● Sort out the clean clothes. Who do they belong to? Can they deliver them to the right place in the house? Pair 
up socks. Can they match the patterns/ colours? Can they count in twos to work out how many there are all 
together? Peg clothes on the airer (this will support children to develop hand strength which will impact on 
their writing).  

● Lay the table for your family for dinner- How many people are there? How many knives, forks, cups do you 
need? Write out name cards for everyone in your family to show them where to sit. Write a menu to let them 
know what is for dinner that night. Roleplay as a waiter/ waitress. What would everyone like in their 
sandwiches for lunch? What drinks would everyone like to have with their dinner?  

● Use play dough to make your family members- Use ready made play dough or make your own using this 
recipe:  

○ 2 cups of plain flour, one cup of salt, a tablespoon of oil, a cup of water (add gradually), a couple of 
drops of food colouring (optional), a teaspoon of cream of tartar (optional, but will make it last 
longer)  

● Play a family board game- Play a game together. Talk about taking it in turns and playing fairly. Dice games 
will support your child’s number recognition. You could use a spinner with numerals on to help develop 
numeral recognition. If you don’t have a spinner you could make one using an old cereal box and a split pin 

● As well as daily PE with Joe Wicks on Youtube, you can also access www.cosmickids.com and 
www.lesmillsondemand.com 

● 30 day Lego challenge Lots of fun ideas to keep them busy if you have Lego at home – scroll to the bottom of 

this link to download a printable version of the 30 day Lego challenge  

https://www.freehomeschooldeals.com/free-printable-30-day-lego-challenge-instant-download/ 

● The Center for Puppetry Arts has workshops, museum tours & live streaming puppet shows! 
●  Crayola has videos and instructions for art projects to do at home. 
●  Kinderart offers info on teaching art to preschoolers as well as a large database of activities. 
● Nick, Jr. has a preschool music maker game. 
● Activity Village has instructions for dozens of preschool arts and crafts projects.  
● Daria has fun music videos from around the world. 

 

 
  

 

 

http://www.cosmickids.com/
http://www.lesmillsondemand.com/
https://www.freehomeschooldeals.com/free-printable-30-day-lego-challenge-instant-download/
https://puppet.org/center-for-puppetry-arts-home/?fbclid=IwAR2CxtdIK3lUk-nBgaYhYPNPJlvSbvwxl1PTEM2qtaE3LvkmePJuqdJvzDE
https://www.crayola.com/athome
https://kinderart.com/
http://www.nickjr.com/games/
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/crafts
https://www.youtube.com/user/DariaMusic/videos

