
A warm welcome to St. Jude’s…
Thank you for choosing St. Jude's Catholic Primary School for your
child. Normally, at this time of year, we make plans to slowly introduce your child
to our school so that they are ready and raring to go when they start in
September. I am sure that you understand that this has to be done differently
this year because of the Coronavirus pandemic. I cannot give you a start date or
invite you and your child in to school at this time. As Headteacher, I must await
further guidance from the government before I can go ahead with more detailed
plans. We have, however, prepared some information for you so that your child
can become a little more familiar with the adults who will be with them and with
their new surroundings. We haven’t included lots of detail about the curriculum –
that will come at a later date. For now, we want to help you support your child for
the exciting times that lie ahead for him or her. I look forward to being able to
welcome you to our school in the near future.

God Bless,

Bernadette Smith (Headteacher)



Welcome to your new  Reception Class



The staff in Reception

Hello, my name is Mrs 
Carrington and I will be your 
new teacher in September.
I am very excited to meet 
you and teach you lots of 
new and exciting things.



The staff in Reception

Hi there. My name is Miss Ward, I 
am your Teaching Assistant.
I enjoy helping everyone in 
Reception to learn, to be happy 
and to be a kind friend.



Classroom Learning

There’s lots to 
discover in your new 
classroom. We work 
hard and learn new 
things.



We keep very busy!
In Reception, there are 
lots of books to look at 
and we help you to 
learn to read by 
yourself.

You can create your 
own models using 
different materials.



Every day we explore…

What character would 
you like to dress up as?

How tall could you build 
a tower?



Outdoor Learning…

We love to climb!

We explore, make lots of noise 
and we love getting messy!

We love building dens with 
our friends.

It’s fun getting messy in the 
mud kitchen.



Reception Life
 We know that it can take a while for pupils to settle and get used to 

a new set of routines. We build these slowly for the children and we 
take our time getting to know them. Even if your child has been to 
Nursery at St. Jude’s, it is a big step moving to Reception. The day 
is much longer!

 We build an individual picture of your child. We get to know them, 
help them learn the basics of number, reading and writing and we 
help them to learn through play. We make sure that it is a safe and 
happy place to be. We want your child to look forward to coming. 

 A visual timetable is used daily. This enables our pupils to see for 
themselves what lies ahead in their day.

 A fruit snack is provided each day and children are entitled to free 
milk until they turn 5.

 We encourage good choices and we work hard to learn the 
importance of kindness and friendship. 



Dinner Time
 Lunchtime is from 12pm to 1pm daily.
 All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a Free School 

Meal (mostly hot meals).
 All meals are cooked on site.
 Menus are displayed on the school noticeboard. 
 Your child may bring a packed lunch from home, but we do ask you to 

adhere to our Healthy Lunchbox Policy which can be found on the school 
website.

 It is important that you now work with your child to make sure that they have 
independent eating routines. Are they able to attempt using cutlery?



The School Day
 The bell rings at 8.50am. Your child needs to be walked up the main path, 

across the playground towards the gazebo where you will turn right. A 
member of staff will meet you at the Reception gate where you will then 
leave your child. Parents are not allowed inside the classroom. Sometimes, 
your child can find this upsetting and, as a parent, you may be anxious. Try 
not to worry, you can always call us to see if your child is okay.

 The school gate is locked at 9am. If your child arrives after this time, they 
must be taken to the main entrance where a member of staff will assist you.

 The school day finishes promptly at 3.15pm and you can collect your child 
from the gate through which they entered in the morning.

 Attendance and Punctuality are very important. If your child is ill, we ask 
that you call school no later than 9.30am to inform us. We do not authorise 
holidays in term time. It is important that you child’s attendance is a priority. 



What you will need
 School uniform: white polo shirt, grey trousers or skirt and black school 

shoes (velcro fastening if needed), not trainers. Pupils wear a royal blue 
jumper or cardigan. Our School Uniform Policy has changed so that pupils 
no longer need to wear a jumper or cardigan with the school logo. This is 
now optional and can be purchased from Clive Marks. In Reception, pupils 
are not expected to wear a hard collar shirt and tie.

 Children are allowed stud earrings, but not hoop earrings for reasons of 
health and safety.

 Children need a coat with a hood as we access the outdoor area in all 
weathers.

 School PE Kit consists of a white tee shirt, black shorts and black pumps.
 Your child will also need a water bottle.
 Book bags can be purchased from the School Office.
 PLEASE LABEL ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT.



Getting ready for Reception…

 We need children to be able to use good manners by saying please and thank you. 
They need to be able to ask to go to the toilet in a full sentence.

 Can your child recognise their name? Can they write their name?
 It is important that your child can dress and undress themselves and have a system 

of keeping their clothes together, ready for when they change for PE.
 Can your child zip and unzip their coat and hang it up on a hook?
 It is important that your child is toilet trained and knows how to wash and dry their 

hands correctly. They need to be able to wipe their bottom and their nose.
 Playing games like ‘Simon Says’ and ‘musical bumps/statues’ are great for 

developing listening skills.
 Encourage questions with “That’s a good question!”, “What do you think?”, “What do 

you think will happen if we do that?”, “How can we make that happen?”, and always 
admit it if you don’t know — it can be fun to find out together!

 Read numbers together when you are out and about.
 IF YOUR CHILD HAS ADDITIONAL NEEDS, PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL 

SENCO MR. POWELL AT s.powell@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk



Has your child had their 
vaccinations?

 Your child will be learning and socialising with more children when 
they start their new school and could be at risk of catching 
preventable diseases if they haven’t had all their childhood jabs. If 
you are not sure if your child has had all their routine vaccinations, 
check their personal health record (Red Book) or contact the GP 
surgery. To get the best protection for your child, they need to have 
had two doses of the MMR vaccine. For a checklist of the vaccines 
and the ages at which they should ideally be given visit 
www.nhs.uk/vaccinations



What’s next?
In the next couple of weeks, you will receive an email from 
school with an attachment of paper work that we need you 
to complete so that we have all of the information we need. 
Please complete it and email back to 
enquiry@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk as soon as possible. It is 
important that you complete this accurately, detailing any 
medical conditions and/or allergies that your child has. We 
hope to be able to provide further clarification as to when 
your child will begin their time in Reception in the coming 
weeks. Once we have your information, a member of staff 
will also call you to say hello to you and your child.



Thank you for reading 
and we look forward 
to seeing you soon. 


