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We live, love and learn together joyfully, in Jesus’ 

name. 

Key Information 
• If a child is in immediate danger of                 

significant harm a call should be made to 
CASS on 0121 303 1888. 

• If you encounter a dangerous or unsafe                  
situation please contact the police. 

• The waiting room (https://the-
waitingroom.org/) is an excellent website 
which will signpost you to the many                     
different kinds of support on offer. 

• Most importantly, stay safe and look after 
each other. School is open at times                                
supporting some pupils and we are                           
contactable by phone. 

• If your financial circumstances have 
changed, and that you feel your child may 
now be entitled to Free School Meals, 
please contact school by emailing                          
enquiry@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk 

• School r-opening documents and FAQ 
should be read via the school website. 

 

I am pleased to report that                               
Mr Arthur is safe and well in the 
care of Evie and Isabella. They 

have made their own library—what 
a great idea! It’s good to know that 
Mr Arthur has a bit of company... 

 
 
 

School Re-opening 
Thank you to all those who responded to the question which was posted on the website 

this week. It is vey helpful to gauge your thoughts and opinions on the potential                          
re-opening of school for some pupils in June. I am sure that you understand that I cannot 
reply to each of you individually but your comments have been noted and play a key role 
in allowing me, with the support of the governors of St. Jude’s, to make further plans. I 

would also like to thank you for the support shown to staff by so many of you and for the 
trust that you are able to place in us. 

Hopefully, you have read my most recent update letter which informs you that the earliest 
we will begin our phased return of pupils will be no earlier than the week beginning                   

June 8th. This is to allow us as a staff to make sure that the building has been           thor-
oughly and safely prepared. 

During the first week of June, you will receive correspondence which will give more details 
about school routines and the layout of school for pupils who do return when we re-open. 
This is a huge undertaking for me as a Headteacher and I want to make sure that I get it 
right for the well-being of pupils, staff and parents. Thank you for your patience. There is 

no pressure from me to send your child back—I respect and understand the personal 
choices that everybody wants to make at this difficult time.  

 
 



In this week’s newsletter, I am pleased to be able to share with you some                  
correspondence from members of our community who have been in contact with 

me, as Headteacher, to offer support and encouragement. There is a short 
message from our local MP Steve McCabe, who have been discussing concerns 

about re-opening and what it involves  so that he can represent his constituents 
in parliament, albeit virtually for now! 

I know that this is a very strange time for everyone. We’re living through a very historic event. In years 
to come, you will be asked what you did during the ‘lockdown’. Try to stay in touch with family and 
friends and to keep well so that when life returns to normal, we can pick up where we left off. It will 
pass and we’ll be able to go back to school or work and to seeing friends and  elderly relatives. If you 
are worried about  someone you can contact your teacher or email me on                                                             
stephen.mccabe.mp@parliament.uk 
Keep safe. Look after each other and I hope to see you all soon. 

Steve McCabe (MP) 

Our chair of governors, Mrs Dawn Thompson, has also sent you a message.                     
Behind the scenes, the governors voluntarily give up their time to support the 

school and help to make some challenging decisions. Their support has been        
valuable at this time. 

Dear parents and staff of Jude’s, 

I hope that you are all safe and well during this difficult period. 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of the staff at the school for doing such a good job providing resources 
for the children on the school website and for continuing to work hard at this time. I know that they have 
done their very best to contact every family during this period of school closure. I've enjoyed looking at 
the work the children are doing at home on our website and newsletter. It is wonderful to see the children 
working so hard and makes me very proud to be part of our school community.  

As we now look at reopening the school to some year groups, I'd like to reassure you about the safety 
measures Mrs Smith and the staff will undertake before welcoming pupils back to school. Mrs Smith 
has, and is, following all advice and guidelines from the DFE and government. She is completing a full 
risk assessment and is considering your views as parents, and the needs of the staff who themselves 
have family commitments and health needs, when finalising plans to reopen. It is only when, and if, we 
as Governors agree to the measures in place that school will be able to accept more pupils. 

The safety of all of our school community is, and always will be, the number one priority. I have com-
plete confidence that the measures put in place will be for the best interests of everyone and, as always, 
with the  support of teachers, governors and parents, Mrs Smith will guide us through the next steps of 
this difficult and challenging period with her usual care and compassion.  

We share many of the same concerns and worries about what the immediate future looks like for chil-
dren and our school, but we will continue to work together to overcome them. We want St. Jude’s to be a 
happy and safe place for your children. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dawn Thompson (Chair of Governors, St. Jude’s School) 



Edenred                
Vouchers 

 
Please be aware 
that the                   
government are 
NOT issuing any 
vouchers during 
half term week. 
They will be                    
issued as                 
normal from the 
week beginning 
June 1st 

Thank you for the lovely things that I have received through the 
post. You really are thoughtful and I appreciate you taking the time 

to write to me and make things for me. To me, this is incredibly 
special and I will always remember your kindness.  

Please be continually aware that we think of you all. If you are short 
of food, please contact The Spearhead Trust, an amazing charity in 

the local area which is helping families at this difficult time.                            
The volunteers who work there are wonderful. If you receive their 

help, please remember to say a massive thank you to them.                   
Contact: 0121 433 3532 

 

Hand-washing 
 

Whenever your child returns to school, 
they will be expected wash their hands 
a lot more than normal. Please support 
your child, and the school, by ensuring 
that they know how to wash and dry 
their hands thoroughly and that they 
know the key times when they are                
expected to do this i.e., after going to 
the toilet, before  eating and so on. 

https://familyfive.app/  
A parent has contacted 

to school to say that 
she  has been using 
this app and that her 

child has really enjoyed 
it! 

A goodbye and a welcome 
back! 

This week, Mrs McGrory finished her 
work at St. Jude’s. She has worked very 
hard here in the time that she has spent 
with us since last October. I know that 
many of the pupils in her class were 
very fond of her, and we certainly were 
as a staff. If you are reading this Mili—a 
massive thank you from us! 
We are happy to welcome Miss Dunn 
back to teach Year Five after her                         
maternity leave. The Year Five class 
are really in a win-win situation this year 
as we know how much they enjoy being 
taught be her. Welcome back Miss 
Dunn! 



MRS. SMITH’S QUIZ 
 

I have included some more questions for you all this week. You could have 
a go as a family or your child could even research the answers online for a 
learning activity. You could even phone a loved one who you can’t see at 
the moment and see if they know any of the answers. 
 
1. In which city were the first modern Olympics held? 

2. Name the Disney movie that feature a little girl with five distinct emotions – Sadness, 
Joy, Disgust, Fear and Anger? 
 
3. A meteorologist studies what?  
 
4. Which layer protects our Earth from harmful rays?  
 
5. What is the scientific name for the collarbone? 

6. How many planets are there in our Solar System? 
 
7. How many of Henry VIII's wives survived?  
 
8. What do angles on a straight line always add up to?  
 
9. What is the name of the female villain in 101 Dalmatians?  
 
10.  What is a baby horse called?  
 
11. Who is the Prime Minister of Britain?  
 
12. What is the chemical formula for water?    
 
13. How many players are in a football team?  
 
14. What do you call a baby kangaroo?  
 
15.  What’s the name of the Downing Street cat?  
 
16. How many brains does an octopus have?  
 
17. Which is heavier...ton of bricks or a ton of feathers? 
 
18. What historic wall runs along the border between England and Scotland?   
 
19. Name the only island in the world where lemurs live. 
 
20. What country was due to host the Olympics in 2020?   


