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 We live, love and learn together joyfully, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Key Information 
Thank you to families for collecting Learning Packs this week. They have been very popular! I truly 
hope that this period of school closure is successful for our much cared for pupils in this current 
difficult situation. Should school remain closed for a longer period of time (I pray for us all that it 
doesn’t!), more work will be made available. The website is going to be a very important source 
of contact during the closure so please look at it every week. I will continue to do a weekly 
newsletter. I’m thinking of doing a little quiz every week for pupils to have a go at and there will 
be other suggestions of things that you could do. Wherever possible, try to have some kind of              
routine established so that the children access at least some academic work daily throughout the 
week. Staff will be in contact with every family during this period of closure as was outlined in       
yesterday’s letter to you all. Please note, there are no masses in our churches until further notice. 
SOME OF THESE LETTERS ARE ALREADY ON THE WEBSITE AND THE REST WILL              
FOLLOW ASAP. 
 
Please take the Government advice seriously. This unprecedented situation and the related guid-
ance is for us all. We have a duty to the whole of society to deal with this pandemic quickly. 
 
If a child is in immediate danger of significant harm a call should be made to 
CASS on 0121 303 1888. 
 
If you encounter a dangerous or unsafe situation please contact the police. 
 
Local foodbanks information can be found here: https://
www.findfoodbanksbrum.org.uk/about-us/directory/  
 

The waiting room https://the-waitingroom.org/  (You can also contact Mrs Orton 
to ask for assistance.) 
 
A special message for our pupils:  
A BIG thanks to you all for being the great people that you are. Everyone here is 
very proud of you and we are going to miss you but we are looking forward to                  
seeing you again as soon as possible. Try to do at least some of the work we’ve 
sent home! Be good for your parents and remember our mission: ‘We Live, love 
and learn together joyfully in Jesus’ name.’ God bless and a big (virtual) hug, 
Mrs Smith and all of the staff xxx 
 
 

https://www.findfoodbanksbrum.org.uk/about-us/directory/
https://www.findfoodbanksbrum.org.uk/about-us/directory/
https://the-waitingroom.org/


School Closure 
 

Guidance is very unclear for school staff and parents especially with some unhelpful media intervention get-
ting things wrong!!!! I HAVE CLARIFIED THE GUIDANCE  I AM GIVING TO YOU WITH THE                  
DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATIONTWICE TODAY. The written guidance says the following: 

‘It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational establishments remain safe 
places for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in 
educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in 
wider society. 

Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of children - children 
who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and cannot be safely 
cared for at home. 

Vulnerable children include children who are supported by social care, those with safeguarding and welfare 
needs, including child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young carers, disabled 
children and those with education, health and care (EHC) plans. 

Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response include those who work in health and social care. 
Many parents working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. And every 
child who can be safely cared for at home should be. Please, therefore, follow these key principles: 

If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 

If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, then educational 
provision will be available for them. 

Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social distancing               
category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying conditions. 

Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way               
which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as 
adults. 

Residential special schools, boarding schools and special settings continue to care for children wherever 
possible. 

If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical sectors listed… and you 
cannot keep your child safe at home then your children will be prioritised for education provision.’  

As a key worker and a mum myself, I know how stressful this situation is. My husband is at home with my 
children because their school has already closed because of the lack of staff due to illness. I can assure 
you, I would help as many families as I could but the guidance is strict for a reason.                                       
THIS IS A PANDEMIC AND SOCIAL INTERACTION SHOULD BE KEPT TO A MINIMUM.                          
Some pupils will be in school who fully meet the criteria and I have a small number of staff on site to                          
accommodate this. If you feel that you fully meet the criteria, then you should contact the                   
emergency mobile number:07391846925 during sociable hours. It will not be answered                      
before 8am and after 4pm.If your child does attend school, they must arrive by 9am. 

https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs/extra-SEN-help



