
 

 

14th July 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer: 

Return to school September 2020 

We are looking forward to welcoming ALL students back to school on 2nd September. School will be 

slightly different for our pupils but I can assure you that we are looking forward to seeing everyone 

back and re-integrating back into normal school life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THERE IS NOW A ONE-WAY 

ENTRANCE AND EXIT SYSTEM IN TO 

SCHOOL. EVERYONE WILL ENTER VIA 

THE USUAL GATE. YOU WILL BE 

DIRECTED TO LEAVE BY A DIFFERENT 

GATE. PLEASE SUPPORT US IN THIS 

AS IT WILL MAKE THE DROP 

OFF/COLLECTION ROUTINE RUN 

MORE SMOOTHLY. 

On September 2nd, pupils will go to 

their new classroom and be with 

their new teacher. This may mean 

that your child enters the school 

building by a different entrance and 

leaves by a different exit. Staff will 

be on-hand to help you with this. 

THE FIRST BELL WILL NOW RING AT 

8.45AM ALLOWING FOR A MORE 

STAGGERED START TO THE SCHOOL 

DAY. 

We will be running Breakfast Club 

from 7.30am every morning and the 

cost will be the same - £2.50 before 

8.15am and £1 after 8.15am. We are 

limited in the numbers that we can 

accommodate and, therefore, ask 

that you book places in advance. 

You can do this by emailing 

enquiry@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk 

The after school club run by Central 

Sports Coaching will run and you 

need to contact them as usual to 

make arrangements. 

 

When pupils return to school in 

September, they will be expected to wear 

school uniform. Please be reminded that 

our uniform policy changed this year so 

that logos are now optional on jumpers 

and polo shirts. School shoes are expected 

along with full summer uniform. Haircuts 

should be reasonable and long hair needs 

to be tied back. We will not allow pupils to 

wear novelty hair decoration such as 

unicorn headbands. 
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There will be some noticeable changes to routine when in school. Some changes, such as the                       

one-way entry and exit system will remain in place permanently, but other changes will be 

temporary. For example, there will be new arrangements to staggered lunchtimes and playtimes; 

lunch will be eaten outside or in the classroom; collective worship will only take place in the 

classroom, not as a whole school in the hall. Everything will be organised to limit movement around 

school. This will be explained and modelled to pupils when they return as they learn best by seeing 

and doing. 

Because of the limited space we have in our school hall, governors have decided that catering staff 

should provide a cold packed lunch for those pupils who normally have school dinners. We are 

hoping to be able to use the hall fully to serve hot meals after October half-term. We are hoping to 

re-introduce milk during morning break after October half-term.  

To allow for a deeper clean of the school building, school will close, on a temporary basis, to as many 

pupils as possible at 12.30pm every Friday. I am sure that you understand that this is so all resources 

used by pupils can be given a thorough clean in our endeavour to ensure that our school remains 

free of Corona Virus and I thank you in advance for your support in this. This arrangement is not a 

permanent one and we will review it before October half-term with the aim of normal school routine 

returning at this point.  Parents who are unable to collect their child early because of work 

commitments, should speak over the telephone to the Deputy Head Teacher, Mr McGarrigle, and he 

will explain how school will accommodate your child. 

On other days, all pupils will finish at 3.15pm but staff are going to be checking to see that there is 

sufficient space in the playground to allow them to sensibly release pupils. Please be patient as this 

may take longer than usual. We politely request that you vacate the premises as soon as possible to 

allow for the swift and safe departure of everyone. 

The government have announced that whilst in their classroom, pupils do not need to socially 

distance but have reinforced the need for good hygiene and procedure for virus prevention. Before 

the start of the autumn term, we will reissue our guidance and we ask that you discuss with children 

the need for good hygiene; this should include regular handwashing and the flushing of the toilet 

when it is used. We also ask that you do not send your child to school if they, or a member of their 

household, display coronavirus symptoms. Please read our Behaviour Policy on the school website 

which has been updated to reflect the current situation. If pupils choose to use COVID-19 as a taunt 

or in any unacceptable way, we will take this very seriously.  

You will need to ensure that, if your child is asthmatic or has an epi-pen, the correct medication is in 

school and that it is in-date. Please speak to a member of staff who will be able to check what we 

have in school for your child and will advise you if it needs to be replaced. 

I am aware that many of you will have a number of questions in relation to the support that school 

will be offering to pupils on their return. Our priority remains the safeguarding of pupils and part of 

this focusses on their mental-health and well-being. Please be assured that we will look after your 

children and address the emotional needs that they may have in a number of different ways, 

including an excellent PHSE curriculum and continuing quality pastoral care. We have also planned a 

catch-up curriculum so that pupils can regain their confidence academically and progress 

successfully through the academic year ahead. Specific details will be provided to each year group at 

the start of term. 

Please be aware that, as guidance changes, so does our risk assessment and procedures involved. 

Should the information given in this letter change before September, you will be notified. It is 



important that you check emails, read text messages and letters and that you use the school website 

as a means of keeping yourself informed.  

I would like to thank you all for your support during this very difficult period. It has been a 

challenging time for everyone in our community but we have supported each other and everyone 

should be proud of the part that they have played. I pray for God’s blessing on all of us during the 

summer period and I pray that we all return to St. Jude’s safe and well in a few weeks’ time. 

God Bless, 

 

Mrs Smith (Headteacher) 

 

 

 


