
 

 

 

 

 

21st May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We hope that you and your family are well, and that you are managing to cope with the current situation as best as 
you can. At St. Jude’s, we are missing everyone and any decision we make is always with the best interests of the 
children in mind.  

I believe that it is important to be open and transparent with you all about where we currently are at the moment, 
and it is for this reason that I want to share with you our initial thoughts following the recent Government 
announcements regarding the planned phased return to school should the rate of infection continue to decline. 

Our priority has to be the safety of your children, families and staff and, as I am sure you will appreciate, this is made 
more difficult by the many unknowns and uncertainties that still exist around the Covid-19 virus. We are processing 
the latest government guidance and applying it to St. Jude’s School, considering the physical space we have for this 
increased number of pupils and the staffing that we have available.  

A detailed Risk Assessment form arrived on Monday 18th May and this is the basis on which we plan to re-open 
school in the safest way that we can. This will take some time for the leadership team to work through and then 
share with governors and staff. At this current time, from our initial risk assessments, we cannot safely cater for ALL 
pupils in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, along with key worker children on a full time basis from June 1st. 
This is mainly due to the space we have available in the rooms that we have. We have looked at this, and our 
classrooms will only safely cope with between 10- 14 children in them, whilst maintaining the recommended 2 
metres of social distance between children and staff.  

Although not determined as yet, provision for the remainder of the Summer Term would certainly not be on a 
normal basis; children in Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 will need to be split into smaller groups, separated from the 
rest of their year group, and taught by a Teacher / TA who may not be their usual member of staff. The curriculum 
will also be very different to avoid, where possible, the sharing of resources and mixing of children. The timetable of 
the school day will need to be adapted as well, including drop-off and collection arrangements - there is much to 
consider. 

This week I have been talking with other head teachers, our local MP Steve McCabe, seeking advice from the Local 
Authority and planning with the school leadership team to create a plan for a potential wider opening of St. Jude’s 
School from June 8th for children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. Governors of the school fully support 
me, as Headteacher, in making this decision. Realistically, and in-line with what many other schools are doing locally 
and nationally, we cannot offer safe, organised provision before this date other than for our key worker children. 
When we do open our gates more widely to pupils, there will be a staggered return with different year groups 
starting on different days. 

I will share with you the reality of the provision that we can actually offer in early June. It will then be respectfully 
left to you as parents to consider this and make appropriate decisions for your child and your family. I thank you for 
the many who have contacted me this week to share their thoughts and give me an indication of what their plans 
will be for the rest of this term. I must inform you that the majority of those who have responded have opted out of 



sending their child back to school this term. I thank you also for the support shown for the safety of our staff in your 
comments, and the trust that you are placing in us. There will be no consequences for families who choose for their 
children to remain at home during the remainder of the Summer Term, and I will of course respect the decision that 
you decide to make. Equally, if you send your child back, they will be made to feel extremely welcome. 

Although the government have shared their ‘ambition’ that ALL primary pupils are expected to return before the 
summer holidays at this current point in time, we would have significant concerns about doing this. Your thoughts as 
parents and carers are crucial at this time, and will help us with the planning process.  Our initial grouping of pupils 
into ‘teaching bubbles’ will be based on those who give a firm ‘yes’ answer to begin with. It will, of course, be 
possible as the term goes on, to change your mind and send your child in to school, but a period of five working days 
notice would be needed to allow this to happen. We would support any parent who chooses that their child remains 
at home as we fully understand your concerns and everyone’s situation is different. In planning arrangements, I must 
also take in to consideration that I have staff members who have child-care arrangements that they themselves need 
to fulfil.  

Like you, we await the government publication of the scientific evidence that supports their decision in asking 
schools to return. We will maintain a flexible and adaptable approach, responsive to the changing needs of our 
school, our local and national community. We will be mindful of on-going government guidelines and legislation. The 
careful and phased re-opening of school will focus on supporting children to learn, to stay safe, and to enjoy being 
back with their friends and with school staff. We recognise that lockdown has caused the loss of routine, structure, 
friendship and freedom. We therefore aim to support the mental health and well-being of our children. We aim to 
create and maintain a culture of vigilance. Practices will be closely monitored and adjusted, if and when required. I 
have created an FAQ area on the school website and will keep this updated once any answers become clear. 

If you have any urgent questions please do get in touch at enquiry@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk. In the meantime, I will 
keep you updated on any decisions or changes to what is planned, and we look forward to welcoming you back into 
school as soon as it safe to do so. 

 

Kind regards, 

Bernadette Smith 

 Head Teacher 
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