
 

COVID-19 School Re-opening Frequently Asked Questions and Answers: 

 Q: Will School be open for all children in Reception, Year One and Year Six?  

A: Yes, but this will probably be staggered. So, not all children will be able to start on June 1 st 
because: 

 • The government have said that Reception are the priority group, followed by Year One and Year 
Six but this has not been decided by school governors as yet.  

• We are only allowed to have groups of 15 in each classroom space for infection control and our risk 
assessment may mean that this figure is lower.  

• We need to make sure that our systems and processes, timetabling and routines are safe and that 
risk assessment is accurate and precise.  

If we cannot manage numbers and social distancing measures, the school is advised to seek support 
from the local authority and some children would have to be provided with an alternative place, at a 
different school. AS HEAD, I WOULD NOT BE AIMING TO DO THIS AS I FEEL THAT IT WOULD NOT 
BENEFIT ANY PUPIL AT OUR SCHOOL. 

 Q: Is it safe for my child to be in school?  

A: Unfortunately, I cannot offer any guarantees – that is for the scientists. All I can do is assure you 
that the proper risk assessments will be in place and we will endeavour to apply all the control 
measures to limit infection spreading, as per government guidelines.  

School will have extra cleaning and personal hygiene processes in place, new routines for class 
breaks, toilet breaks, lunch times and so on. I cannot give you further details of what these will look 
like yet as plans are evolving all the time. 

 Q: Will my child be with their friends?  

A: We will try to make sure that every pupil is grouped with a classmate that they are friendly with. 
However, because children are in smaller groups, once they are within this group, they will be 
unable to meet with other friends, within other classrooms or groupings. This is to keep to infection 
control guidelines.  

Q: My child has a brother or sister in Y2,3,4 or 5. Can they come to school, from June 1st?  

A: I am sorry but this is not possible, or within the guidelines.  

Q: Will the children be learning in school, as normal?  

A: Learning will not be ‘as normal’ and the requirements to teach a broad and balanced curriculum 
are disapplied. Of course, children will continue with the home / school learning, guided by the 
teacher or teaching assistant, within school, but the primary focus will be on friendship (social and 
emotional development), re-adjusting to school routine and catching up with the ‘non-negotiable’ 



objectives set for each year group in terms of English and Maths so that we can prepare them for the 
next academic year as much as we can. 

Q: How will you keep my child safe?  

A: Through proper risk assessment, as far as possible we will:  

• Ensure that children and adults avoid contact with anyone who has symptoms of COVID19  

• Ensure frequent hand washing, cleaning and good hygiene practices  

• Clean the settings more regularly and throughout the day  

• Minimise contact between other adults and children, once established in their group.  

Smaller classes will ensure that there is better spacing than usual but the reality, particularly for 
pupils in Nursery and Reception, is that we cannot keep pupils two metres apart at all times. 
Children are NOT required to wear PPE. Adults in school may wear PPE at times when it is 
appropriate.  

Q: Will I be fined if I decide NOT to return my child to school?  

A: No, you will not be fined under any circumstance. This decision is for you to make, at an 
extraordinary and difficult time. The school will not be held to account for any non-attendance 
either.  

Q: If I do not send my child to school, will I still get the Free School Meal vouchers I have been 
getting?  

A: Yes, you will still be eligible for free school meal vouchers and these will be sent to you, if you are 
eligible.   

Q: Can my child wear a face mask?  

A: Children will NOT be allowed to wear a face mask and this is in accordance with government 
guidelines. This is because children do not know how to wear them properly, adjust with their 
fingers and then potentially spread the infection.  

Q: What can you tell us about those who are Clinically Vulnerable and Extremely Clinically 
Vulnerable? Should I send my child to school?  

A: Children and young people who are considered extremely clinically vulnerable and shielding 
should continue to shield and are not be expected to attend. Clinically vulnerable (but not clinically 
extremely vulnerable) people are those considered to be at a higher risk of severe illness from 
coronavirus. Parents should follow medical advice if their child is in this category. Children and 
young people who live in a household with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable and 
shielding should only attend if stringent social distancing can be adhered to and the child or young 
person is able to understand and follow those instructions. (PLEASE NOTE: School are unable to 
guarantee that social distancing is possible at all times.)  

Children and young people who live with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not extremely 
clinically vulnerable) as defined in the social distancing guidance and including those who are 
pregnant, can attend.  



Q: Do I have to decide now if I want my child to return to school or inform you that I am keeping 
them at home?  

A: No, we are asking parents to return their initial response by May 21st. You may change your mind 
at a later date.  

It is important to remember that all of these plans may not go ahead, if the R rate increases and the 
infection begins to climb again. You have time to think – I know it will be a difficult decision and you 
need time and, in many ways, more information as the situation develops and changes. If you have 
any further questions that we have not answered, please contact via email 
enquiry@stjuderc.bham.sch.uk. 

 

Thank you all for your support during this difficult time. Please be assured, we will continue to do all 
we can to support our families and make the transition back in to school for our pupils as smooth 
and calm as possible. 


