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 We live, love and learn together joyfully, in Jesus’ name. 
     

CATHOLIC LIFE 
MASSES 

There is no Mass next week. 

CELEBRATION MEETINGS 

Our final celebration meeting of the term 

will be on Friday 21st December at 9.10am. 
 

 JESUIT VALUES 
This term we are focusing on being  

Faith filled and hopeful 

What does this mean?  

Catholic Schools help their pupils grow by passing on the 

living and the faith-filled tradition of Jesus Christ; by 

having persevering faith in the pupils, and by encouraging 

them, in turn, to have faith and hope in others.  

Next week’s disciple target will be: 

As advent begins, show faith and hope in a class mate. 

 
There are several Bible passages which teach us about 
this value. You may like to read them with your child: 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed: Matthew 17:20 
The Parable of the Faithful Servant: Matthew 24: 42-51 
Jesus Calms the Storm: Matthew 8: 23-26 

DINNER MENU—Monday 3rd December—Menu Week 1 
 

ASSEMBLY 

 Year Two will be leading an Advent Assembly 

on December 13th at 2.30pm. 

You are most welcome to join us. 
 

 

 

FUTURE DATES 

Fri 7th Dec  Christmas Dinners must be ordered  

   and paid for by this date. 

Fri 7th Dec  Non-uniform day—bring a gift for the  

   Christmas Boutique 

   Y2 visit to Selly Manor 

Tues 11th Dec  Y2 Share a Meal 

Fri 14th Dec  Christmas Jumper Day for Save the  

   Children– bring £1 

Mon 17th Dec  Nursery and Reception Nativity at 10am 

Tues 18th Dec  Christmas Dinner Rec.to Year 2 

Wed 19th Dec   Christmas Dinner Years 3 to 6 

   Nursery Christmas Dinner at 11.15am  

Wed 19th Dec  Y1 Christmas Nativity with carols  

   sung by Years 2 to 6 

Thurs 20th Dec Christmas Parties 

Fri 21st Dec  Children break up school closes at 1pm 

   Christmas Boutique—bring £1 and buy a 

   gift for a loved one. 

Tues 8th Jan  Pupils return to school 

Tues 5th Feb  Safer Internet Day 

Thurs 7th Feb  Confirmation at St. Dunstan’s Church—

   7pm 

Fri 15th Feb  Break for half term 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 

When the children return to school next week, 

our Advent Giving Tree will be up. This year, we 

are collecting for the homeless in our city and 

making donations to SIFA Fireside in Digbeth. 

We are asking families to provide a small gift 

which is wrapped. It could be a toy, a toiletry set, 

a pair of gloves or come chocolate. Labels will be 

by the tree so that you can attach one to your 

gift to show who it is suitable for—ie, a baby, a 

boy aged 11-13, a girl aged 4-6, a lady etc. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. Please 

do not send alcohol. Gifts will be collected until 

December 14th. 

REMEMBRANCE ASSEMBLY 

On Thursday, Year Four retold the story of 

'The Christmas Truce' as part of their 

Remembrance assembly. The children 

worked hard to stay in the role of the 

German and English soldiers in order to 

portray the story of the place where peace 

was found during the war. They learnt the 

song, 'Silent Night' in both English and 

German, in addition to the words of the 

poem, 'In Flander's Fields'. This was a time 

of reflection for all. 
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Year 6: Akeira and Mahdyar 

(certificates to be given out on Friday 21st December at 9.10am) 

WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Please note it is a parents responsibility to contact school on the first day of absence.  You should also update the school of your 

child’s condition if they continue to be absent from school for more than two days.  It is expected that if your child is ill longer than 

two days, you would seek medical attention and therefore be able to provide medical evidence eg. a doctor’s appointment slip. 

Class Rec Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Whole 

School 

This Week 92.90% 93.70% 95.30% 97.70% 93.90% 98.00% 97.90% 96.10% 

This Term 92.10% 92.30% 95.60% 96.40% 95.30% 96.30% 93.60% 94.60% 

Whole Year 94.00% 91.90% 95.90% 96.90% 94.90% 96.40% 94.20% 94.90% 

FUN TIMES AHEAD! 

The next few weeks are a very busy and very special time 

for our pupils. We always try to make Advent a time of 

reflection and preparation. But we also love to make these 

next few weeks memorable and fun for our pupils. There 

is also a lot for everyone to do and remember: 

 Christmas Boutique— there have been many 

requests from parents recently for the pupils to 

have an opportunity to buy a loved one a Christmas 

gift. On December 7th we are having a non-

uniform day and asking pupils to bring in an 

unwanted gift that can be used. We need everyone 

to join in with this for the event to be successful. 

The boutique will be open on the last day of term 

and every pupil, needs to bring £1 in order to buy a 

gift. This will then be wrapped and labelled. If any 

parents or grandparents are able to volunteer on 

this day to help with the wrapping and organising. I 

am also after donations of unwanted Christmas 

wrap, gift bags and labels which can be used. I 

need these asap please so that I can work out 

what needs to be bought in advance. On the last 

day of term we are inviting everyone to wear 

something Christmassy. 

 Christmas Nativity plays—the Reception and 

Nursery classes will perform their play at 10am on 

17th December in the school hall. Year One will be 

performing their Nativity play on 19th December 

at 2pm in St. Jude’s Church. Years 2 to 6 will also 

be singing at this play. 

 Christmas jumper day— this is on December 14th 

and we asking for £1 per family in aid of Save the 

Children. Other than a Christmas jumper, normal 

uniform should be worn. 

 Christmas dinners—letters have now gone out 

about these. Remember to send them back  and 

pay no later than December 7th. 

 Christmas Parties—these will take place on 

December 20th. Each child will bring a slip home 

no later than December 14th asking them to bring 

specific items for their class—ie. Six packets of 

crisps or a bottle of squash. Children can wear 

their own clothes on this day. 

 Christmas Raffles— There will be a chocolate 

raffle for the children and a hamper raffle for 

adults this Christmas. Tickets will go on sale next 

week priced at 20p each. 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Letters for Christmas dinner have been sent out to Nursery and 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

If you would like your child to have a Christmas Dinner you will need 

to complete the form and pay by Friday 7th December. 

Children in Reception, Year 1 and 2 do not need to fill out a form. 

If your child already has a school meal they will automatically 

get a Christmas Dinner so you do not need to return the slip. 

CONFIRMATION COMMITMENT MASS 

Well done to our Year Six Confirmation candidates who all looked 

so smart for their mass on Sunday at St. Dunstan’s. It was lovely 

to see you all there with your parents or another adult. As usual, 

you represented St. Jude’s beautifully—we are very proud of you 

and will pray for you as you take this next step in your journey of 

faith. 

ATTENDANCE 

A number of pupils are on track to receive an excellent attendance 

award at the start of next term. I know that the children look 

forward to receiving these awards in recognition of their 

commitment to coming to school every day. 

I must, however, mention that a number of pupils have attendance 

which currently sits below 90%. While this figure doesn’t look too 

bad on paper, it does equate to a lot of days away from learning. 

Pupils with this attendance percentage fall in to a persistent 

absence category which has to be reported and monitored; it can 

lead to a court fine. Whilst there are sometimes personal reasons 

for this which we do understand, for some pupils this is a repeated 

pattern and for some it is over a number of years. Some families 

will  receive a letter from me next week indicating the persistence 

absence of their child/children. Do not be offended by this—as a 

employees of Birmingham City Council and the Government, we are 

obliged to take action. 

FORTNITE 

I have been asked by the Local Authority to share this  information with 

parents. 

Many of you may be aware of the risks and concerns around children playing the 

online game Fortnite, which has a 12 rating but is played by much younger 

children. We have been made aware of an emerging trend, where people are 

playing strip Fortnite using webcams. The rule is that when you achieve a ―kill‖ 

you have to strip off, potentially adding an additional risk from children being 

exposed to and/or sharing indecent images whilst playing the game. 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

The deadline for school photographs is   

TUESDAY 4th DECEMBER.  

 Please make sure orders are in before this date as they will be 

collected from the school on Wednesday 5th December.  

Anything after this time will not be ordered. 

Thank you 


